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e@ RESOLUTION » 


BE IT RESOLVED by the South Carolina Association for the 
Preservation and Continuance of the Presbyterian Church U. S., 
assembled in a meeting duly called and held in the First Presbyterian 
Church of Columbia, South Carolina, on August 8, 1954: 


1. That we reject the recommendation of the General Assembly for 
organic union of our denomination with the Presbyterian Church U. S. 
A. (Northern) and the United Presbyterian Church; and we commend 
the recent action of various Presbyteries whereby the question was 
docketed for final action by such Presbyteries at their Fall meetings, 
and we earnestly hope that it will be voted down unanimously not 
only in these Presbyteries but in a sufficient number of other Pres- 
byteries meeting later to defeat it decisively. 


2. That we recommend to the respective Sessions of the churches of 
the Presbyteries that they in the meantime consider the recommenda- 
tion above stated and give official approval thereto. 


3. That a copy of this resolution be furnished to each Minister and 
to each Clerk of the Session of the churches in the Presbyteries of 
South Carolina. 
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(This resolution was adopted by a unanimous vote of approximately 500). 
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From a Presbyterian Physician in Kentucky, who 
in the multitude of a doctor's ’round the clock min- 
istries has just learned there is an organization to 
protect our church from Absorption, 


Louisville, Ky., August 3, 1954 


Dr. Henry B. Dendy, Secretary, 
Association for the Preservation of 
The Southern Presbyterian Church, 
Weaverville, N. C. 


Dear Dr. Dendy: 


I was delighted to recéive the July 21st and 28th 
issues of The Southern Presbyterian Journal, show- 
ing that there is organized resistance to the taking 
over of the Southern Presbyterian Church. 


I regret that my work will prevent attending the 
meeting at Weaverville on August 18th, but en- 
close herewith my check for one hundred dollars 
as a contribution to the preservation of the Southern 
Presbyterian Church. 


Respectfully yours, 
(Signed) John T. Bate, M.D. 


(Editor’s note: A multitude of Southern Presby- 
terians are unaware of the seriousness of this 
“Union” situation, who, when they are informed, 
will be keen to oppose it.) 


Greetings to our fellow members of 
the Presbyterian Church, U.S.: 


Some opponents of Union contend that the prob- 
lems of overlapping in border Synods can be easily 
solved by the exercise of cooperation, common sense, 
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and comity. Such a contention misses the point in 
the real need for Union in these border Synods. 


In Kentucky, one such border Synod, cooperation 
has been employed for years. We have had joint 
meetings of Synods and Synodicals, US and USA, 
on the campus of a jointly controlled college. For 
almost half a century we have cooperated in Chris- 
tian Higher Education in the operating of a four 
vear college and a theological seminary. We have 
collaborated in the work of the largest Negro mis- 
sion in the Southland. For five years our youth 
work has been a cooperative effort. Both Synods of 
Kentucky, US and USA, have this vear approved 
the joint employing of a Synod’s Director of Chris- 
tian Education. At the level of the smaller com- 
munities, where US and USA churches have com 
peted for many years, a make-shift federation of 
churches has been accomplished, namely at Harrods- 
burg, Lebanon, Franklin, Bowling Green, Owens- 
boro and Hopkinsville. ’ 


When superficially viewed such a record of co- 
operation, common sense and comity may appear 
from a distance to represent a satisfactory solution 
of the problems arising out of overlapping. 


We do rejoice in these achievements. ‘The mutual 
esteem and confidence which have grown up ove! 
the years assure us that in organic Union we can 
work together most effectively in the seeking t 
realize Kingdom objectives. However, we feel mest 
keenly that we are paying far too high a price ir 
time, energy, property, and money in needless dup 
lications. We desperately need the efficiency of 
Union to do a better Kingdom work. 


We do not ask the Presbyteries of the deep Sout! 
to solve our problems for us. But we do urge you 
as you consider the issues of Union to give prayer- 
ful thought to the patience and perseverence which 
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we have exercised in anticipation of solving our 
problems in Union, 


FE ditor’s Comment: 


In our judgment organic union is too high a price 
to pay for the settling of a local problem. Admit- 
ting the difficulties, we also affirm that some of 
them have stemmed from a direct lack of coopera- 
tion and spirit of comity. 


[f organic union seems to be the only solution 
then it is high time that the two Synods (U. S. and 
U. §. A.) appoint a Commission on Comity and 
eliminate overlapping and competition where they 
exist. A start has been made in this direction. It 
should be continued and encouraged. 





R. T. SINCLAIR, JR., M. D. 
THE BULLOCK HOSPITAL CLINIC 
Wilmington, N. C. 


Sunday, July 5th 
To the Editor: 


I read with considerable interest the editorials 
and other items in The Southern Presbyterian Jour- 
nal. However, I was more than favorably impressed 
by your recent editorial “Is The Profit Motive Un- 
Christian ?” 


Since the War, I have felt that a goodly number 
of our own spiritual leaders have been preaching 
too much to the left, and knowingly or unknowing- 
ly have been tearing down the economic system that 
is supporting them. The capitalistic system admitted- 
ly has faults of practice, but I am firmly convinced 
that in general it is a system of conduct approved 


by God. 


It seems to me that too many of our friends still 
think that Christianity and communism can live 
in peaceful co-existence. Until we give up this idea 
and face the problem with realistic courage, I be- 
lieve that we are lost. It would seem that our 
Church leaders should help with this problem by 
pointing out to our people that compromise is not 
Christ-like or Scriptural when it is with the forces 


of Hell. 


Again, I congratulate you on your continued out- 
standing work for the Church, and wish you con- 
tinued success, health, and happiness. 


Sincerely yours, 


R. T. Sinclair, Jr., M.D. 








EDITORIAL 











Commissioned 


Probably the most thrilling, impressive and sig- 
nificant event within the bounds of our church is 
the Commissioning Service held in Montreat each 
year on the concluding night of the World Mission 
Conference. 


This year a hushed audience, which jammed the 
half-dimmed auditorium, saw thirty-eight young 
men and women who have measured up to the rigid 
standards of our Board, heard their personal testi- 
monies and then the impressive words of commis- 
sion from Dr. C. Darby Fulton, followed by the 
equally impressive remarks of the moderator, Dr. 


Wade H. Boggs. 


This service was doubly impressive because all of 
these ‘young people were leaving immediately for 
distant mission fields, all of them to serve under 
adverse conditions and some almost certainly des- 
tined to suffer for their witness for Him. 


Dr. Boggs made it clear that they are represen- 
tatives of the United States of America; that they 
are representatives of our church with its glorious 
heritage and present great unfinished task; and 
most important of all, that they are representatives 


of the Lord Jesus Christ. 


Such a service is almost unique and certainly 
possible only within the bounds of a church large 


‘enough to undertake a world task but at the same 


time small enough to be both homogeneous and per- 
sonal. 


The effect on the hundreds of young people at- 
tending the World Mission Conference can be of 
incalculable value to the future of missions, Last 
year, at the conclusion of a similar service, many 
of the young people present expressed a desire to 
become missionaries. This year four of that number 
were among the thirty-eight appointees ready for 


the field. 


As these young men and women, along with fif- 
teen little children, leave to preach Christ to those 
beyond the seas, let us all rally behind them with 
our prayers and support. Let us covenant to pray 
for all of our missionaries each day and specifically 
for those whose names appear in Day by Day. 


The great task of the Church is the obligation to 
make Christ known, at home and abroad. These 
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From a Presbyterian Physician in Kentucky, who 
in the multitude of a doctor's ‘round the clock min- 
istries has just learned there is an organization to 
protect our church from Absorption, 


Louisville, Ky., August 3, 1954 


Dr. Henry B. Dendy, Secretary, 
Association for the Preservation of 
The Southern Presbyterian Church, 
Weaverville, N. C. 


Dear Dr. Dendy: 


I was delighted to recéive the July 21st and 28th 
issues of The Southern Presbyterian Journal, show- 
ing that there is organized resistance to the taking 
over of the Southern Presbyterian Church. 


1 regret that my work will prevent attending the 
meeting at Weaverville on August 18th, but en- 
close herewith my check for one hundred dollars 
as a contribution to the preservation of the Southern 
Presbyterian Church. 


Respectfully yours, 
(Signed) John T. Bate, M.D. 


(Editor’s note: A multitude of Southern Presby- 
terians are unaware of the seriousness of this 
“Union” situation, who, when they are informed, 
will be keen to oppose it.) 


Greetings to our fellow members of 
the Presbyterian Church, U.S.: 


Some opponents of Union contend that the prob- 
lems of overlapping in border Synods can be easily 
solved by the exercise of cooperation, common sense, 
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and comity. Such a contention misses the point in 
the real need for Union in these border Synods. 


In Kentucky, one such border Synod, cooperation 
has been employed for years. We have had joint 
meetings of Synods and Synodicals, US and USA, 
on the campus of a jointly controlled college. For 
almost half a century we have cooperated in Chris- 
tian Higher Education in the operating of a four 
vear college and a theological seminary. We have 
collaborated in the work of the largest Negro mis- 
sion in the Southland. For five years our youth 
work has been a cooperative effort. Both Synods of 
Kentucky, US and USA, have this vear approved 
the joint employing of a Synod’s Director of Chris- 
tian Education. At the level of the smaller com- 
munities, where US and USA churches have com- 
peted for many years, a make-shift federation of 
churches has been accomplished, namely at Harrods- 
burg, Lebanon, Franklin, Bowling Green, Owens- 
boro and Hopkinsville. . 


When superficially viewed such a record of co- 
operation, common sense and comity may appear 
from a distance to represent a satisfactory solution 
of the problems arising out of overlapping. 


We do rejoice in these achievements. The mutual 
esteem and confidence which have grown up over 
the years assure us that in organic Union we can 
work together most effectively in the seeking to 
realize Kingdom objectives. However, we feel mest 
keenly that we are paying far too high a price in 
time, energy, property, and money in needless dup- 
lications. We desperately need the efficiency of 
Union to do a better Kingdom work. 


We do not ask the Presbyteries of the deep South 
to solve our problems for us. But we do urge you 
as you consider the issues of Union to give prayer- 
ful thought to the patience and perseverence which 
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we have exercised in anticipation of solving our 
problems in Union. 


Editor's Comment: 


In our judgment organic union is too high a price 
to pay for the settling of a local problem. Admit- 
ting the difficulties, we also affirm that some of 
them have stemmed from a direct lack of coopera- 
tion and spirit of comity. 


If organic union seems to be the only solution 
then it is high time that the two Synods (U. S. and 
U. §. A.) appoint a Commission on Comity and 
eliminate overlapping and competition where they 
exist. A start has been made in this direction. It 
should be continued and encouraged. 





R. T. SINCLAIR, JR., M. D. 
THE BULLOCK HOSPITAL CLINIC 
Wilmington, N. C. 


Sunday, July 5th 
To the Editor: 


I read with considerable interest the editorials 
and other items in The Southern Presbyterian Jour- 
nal. However, I was more than favorably impressed 
by your recent editorial “Is The Profit Motive Un- 
Christian ?” 


Since the War, I have felt that a goodly number 
of our own spiritual leaders have been preaching 
too much to the left, and knowingly or unknowing- 
ly have been tearing down the economic system that 
is supporting them. The capitalistic system admitted- 
ly has faults of practice, but I am firmly convinced 
that in general it is a system of conduct approved 


by God. 


It seems to me that too many of our friends still 
think that Christianity and communism can live 
in peaceful co-existence. Until we give up this idea 
and face the problem with realistic courage, I be- 
lieve that we are lost. It would seem that our 
Church leaders should help with this problem by 
pointing out to our people that compromise is not 
Christ-like or Scriptural when it is with the forces 


of Hell. 


Again, I congratulate you on your continued out- 
standing work for the Church, and wish you con- 
tinued success, health, and happiness. 


Sincerely yours, 


R. T. Sinclair, Jr., M.D. 
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Commissioned 


Probably the most thrilling, impressive and sig- 
nificant event within the bounds of our church is 
the Commissioning Service held in Montreat each 
year on the concluding night of the World Mission 
Conference. 


This year a hushed audience, which jammed the 
half-dimmed auditorium, saw thirty-eight young 
men and women who have measured up to the rigid 
standards of our Board, heard their personal testi- 
monies and then the impressive words of commis- 
sion from Dr. C. Darby Fulton, followed by the 
equally impressive remarks of the moderator, Dr. 


Wade H. Boggs. 


This service was doubly impressive because all of 
these ‘young people were leaving immediately for 
distant mission fields, all of them to serve under 
adverse conditions and some almost certainly des- 
tined to suffer for their witness for Him. 


Dr. Boggs made it clear that they are represen- 
tatives of the United States of America; that they 
are representatives of our church with its glorious 
heritage and present great unfinished task; and 
most important of all, that they are representatives 


of the Lord Jesus Christ. 


Such a service is almost unique and certainly 
possible only within the bounds of a church large 
‘enough to undertake a world task but at the same 
time small enough to be both homogeneous and per- 
sonal, 


The effect on the hundreds of young people at- 
tending the World Mission Conference can be of 
incalculable value to the future of missions, Last 
year, at the conclusion of a similar service, many 
of the young people present expressed a desire to 
become missionaries. This year four of that number 
were among the thirty-eight appointees ready for 


the field. 


As these young men and women, along with fif- 
teen little children, leave to preach Christ to those 
beyond the seas, let us all rally behind them with 
our prayers and support. Let us covenant to pray 
for all of our missionaries each day and specifically 
for those whose names appear in Day by Day. 


The great task of the Church is the obligation to 
make Christ known, at home and abroad. These 
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new missionaries are but additions to a force woe- 
fully inadequate for the work which lies ahead. 
Right now the Board is asking for nearly two hun- 
dred new missionaries. 


Let us do something about it. 


—H.B.D. 





Three Steps 


Woe be to the Christian who is satisfied with his 
own life. And yet, with a feeling of dissatisfaction 
there often also goes a sense of frustration. We 
sense our own failures and needs and at the same 
time feel helpless and defeated because we are lack- 
ing both in victory and in power. 


It is not God’s will that His children should 
live lives of defeat and powerlessness and yet we 
know that just that is the case in our own personal 
lives. 


Knowing well that this side of eternity none of 
us will become perfect, nevertheless it should be 
clear to all of us that Our Lord expects us to live 
in such a way that we shall be utterly different 
from those who know not Him and His redeeming 
power. Nothing hurts the testimony of the Church 
more than the professing Christian whose life and 
reactions to life are largely similar to those around 
him in the unbelieving world. “In but not of,” is 
our Lord’s description of his disciples, but the char- 
acteristic of many professing Christians today is 
that they are both in the world and like the world. 


Although realizing this is a very limited and im- 
perfect discussion of a vitally important matter, we 
would suggest three steps, which if taken by any 
Christian can mean a complete transformation of 
his life. In fact, we believe they are three steps 
which when honestly and fully followed will mean 
a Christian living a life of both victory and power, 
a life which will truly glorify our heavenly Father. 


The first step is emptying. 


Only the fool, or the one deluded by the enemy 
of souls, does not realize that within his or her heart 
there is found a great reservoir of sinfulness: evil 
thoughts and desires and actions, having to do not 
only with our personal lives but also with our at- 
titudes and actions towards others. To recognize 
and catalogue these sins requires a work of God’s 
Holy Spirit. It is He who makes us conscious of 
our own evil hearts and who gives us the grace to 
hate these things. 


Therefore, without undertaking either a theo- 
logical or a philosophical analysis of the fact of our 
sinful natures, it is nevertheless a matter of the 
most vital importance that we be both honest and 
realistic and admit the fact of SIN, written in 
large letters, as our basic trouble. 


The first step of emptying is not a question of 
the exercising of our own wills, rather it is a work 
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of God’s redemptive grace, made operative in our 
hearts by faith in His eternal Son, the Lord Jesus 
Christ. But, somewhere along the line there must 
be exercised an act of the human will, whereby we 
open up every niche and corner of our lives to His 
cleansing power. 


Because of a sincere and true faith in Christ there 
are many many people who are truly saved but who 
nevertheless live in defeat and without spiritual! 
power. The difficulty is that theirs has been a par- 
tial, not a total surrender. God in His mercy has 
saved them but they in their myoptic and foolish 
selfishness have reserved for themselves areas in 
their lives which they refuse to surrender to Him. 
If these Christians—and their name is legion—are 
to live lives of victory and power then they must 
offer themselves in fotal surrender, that God in 
His turn may do the thing that He in His grace 
and love and mercy is so anxious and willing to do. 
We must be emptied. 


The second step is cleansing. 


Self emptying is a major danger. Our Lord tells 
us of the man who by the exercise of a strong char- 
acter and will got rid of the devils in his life but 
who did not have either the cleansing or filling of 
God’s supernatural power. The end of that man’s 
life was infinitely worse for it was occupied by seven 
other devils more evil than the first. 


With the emptying of life of sinful habits and 
desires there must be that supernatural cleansing 
which God alone can give. There is the cleansing 
which comes from faith in our Lord’s atoning work 
on the cross, from His blood shed on Calvary. As 
one reads the Bible one is convinced that it is the 
blood of Jesus Christ which is the power of the 
Gospel. The blood atonement is not popular today 
and it is even blasphemously spoken of as a “slaugh- 
terhouse religion,” but the fact remains that there is 
no other way. “And when I see the blood I will 
pass over you,” was the source of redemption in 
Egypt and it remains man’s only recourse today. 


But, there is also the cleansing power of the 
Word of God. “Now are ye clean through the 
word which I have spoken unto you,” our Lord said 
to His disciples. This has been the experience of 
all of us: reading God’s Word, the clear rays of 
His truth have searched out the innermost secrets 
of our hearts and brought both conviction and clean- 
sing. No Christian can be either a clean or a strong 
Christian who is not constantly feeding on the 
spiritual manna to be found alone in the Scriptures. 


Also, there is the cleansing power of the indwell- 
ing Holy Spirit. No man can believe in or accept 
Christ except the Spirit of God perform His mar- 
vellous, supernatural work in his heart. But, a 
saved person can grieve the Holy Spirit and refuse 
Him His rightful place of control in his life. On 
the other hand, the one who completely surrenders 
to Him, puts Him first in his life and is willing 
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o say with Paul, “I am crucified with Christ,” and 
‘o live a life daily renewed by the presence and the 
ower of the Holy Spirit, will find both daily clean- 
sing and daily power. 


The third step is filling. 


God wants emptied vessels. He wants clean ves- 
sels. He must have filled vessels; lives in which 
there has occurred the work of His redemptive grace, 
and which are empowered by His holy Presence. 


We praise the work of salvation in our hearts 
which has been accomplished by faith in the Re- 
deemer, and well we should. But God wants to do 
more than save us from sin and assures us a place 
in His eternal presence. He wants us to be so filled 
with Himself that our daily lives shall radiate the 
indwelling Holy Spirit and transform us from or- 
dinary worldlings into children of God—men and 
women who have been bought with a price and who 
show their divine relationship by living in accord- 
ance with His will. This applies to the momentous 
decisions and actions of life, it is true. But, it ap- 
plies just as much to the daily routine, to those con- 
tacts in the home, the office, the store, the workshop 
and on the street. A life which is daily filled with 
the presence of the Holy Spirit will be a life entirely 
different from that one lived in the wisdom and 
power of this world. So many of us are powerless 
because we have never surrendered to or received 
the divine power and Presence which can be ours. 


Finally, as we consider these three steps let us 
never forget certain basic facts. Salvation is God’s 
free gift, received on the part of man by an act of 
simple faith in what He has done for us. But, that 
is but the beginning of the life of a Christian. When 
we believe and accept, the new birth takes place 
and we become children of God. The tragedy is 
that so many of us continue in that state of perpet- 
ual spiritual infancy; saved? yes, but never growing 
to the maturity and power of developed Christian 
men and women. This is a serious reflection on our 
own spiritual immaturity, it is a hindrance to the 
Church, and it is a stumbling block to our own 
testimony as Christians. 


If we would grow let us, by God’s grace and 
help, take these three steps in the fullest measure, 
at the same time remembering Paul’s admonition— 
“Praying always with all prayer and supplication 
in the Spirit.” 


God help us to grow in the things of the Spirit, 
becoming the men and women He wants us to be. 
To be less is to refuse His all-empowering grace. 


—L.N.B. 





A False Antithesis 


We witness a peculiar twist in the encroachment 
of liberalism. The Bible has always been the ob- 
stacle to humanistic or anti-supernatural belief. If 
the authority of Scripture can be only reduced, or 
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more pointedly, its inerrancy discredited, the liberal 
and the heretic can enjoy a field-day in religion. It 
is both surprising and dismaying that even conserva- 
tives feel strongly attracted by the fatuous offers of 
unbelief. 


In print and by voice and echo we see and hear 
of the stress upon the Saviour as the only necessary 
and sufficient guarantee in our religion. Surely the 
Christian could hardly do better than to exalt his 
Lord. But it is with grave apprehension indeed that 
we see such honor erected as a blind for making the 
Bible of minor import. The idea seems to be that 
our Church’s doctrine of the infallible Book can be 
readily sacrificed in the interest of an elevated 
Christ, that it is not necessary to hold longer to the 
Bible as true throughout, if one but places all con- 
fidence in the only Lord and Saviour. Such attitude 
is thus made to be compensation for the supposed 
loss of the “Impregnable Rock of Holy Scripture.” 
The falsity of this procedure does not dawn upon 
its fond advocates, while few departures from his- 
toric Christianity could please liberals more. 


We repeat! It is not stress upon the Eternal Son 
of God that we decry, but only the emphasis on Him 
to counterbalance minimization of the Bible,—an 
idea so popular today. What we know of the Saviour 
apart from the Scripture would leave us poor in- 
deed. Despite the fact that more has been written of 
Him than of any other character, the Bible still 
contains all which men can really accept regarding 
Him as true. Some seem to wish it otherwise, yet 
the infallible Book is the only dependable source 
we have about the supernatural Christ. The two 
go closely together. 


Certainly God could have handed down by word 
of mouth an absolutely inerrant record concerning 
the Saviour; and doubtless tradition could carry on 
from generation to generation the essential elements 
in what we call salvation, centering in the crucified 
Son of God, the Saviour from sin; and we can but 
admit that a supernatural prevenience could have 
arranged oral transmission of the truth necessary 
for saving faith and life for home and Church and 
society and world. Yet it seems to have pleased 
God to set down all these matters in a Book, and 
in that Book to preserve and present all that the 
world needs to know and does know objectively re- 
garding the Saviour in Whom the Bible centers to 
the greater glory of God. Not discounting nor dis- 
crediting in any sense the Holy Spirit and what 
He has done, does do, and shall do, we can hardly 
reject the thought that on the human level, the only 
Christ we know is the Christ of the Book. He is 
the Christ Whom the Holy Spirit has made real 
to man. And He makes nothing real to man which 
is contrary to the Book. 


Look at the various presentations and caricatures 
conjured up by men of note, e.g. Ernest Renan. 
And notice the titles of these: “The Historical 
Jesus,” “The Real Jesus,” “The Jesus of History.” 
Over against all this good or bad in human elabora- 
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tion, characterized, addenda, etc., we have the Bible 
which still remains, we say again, the only credible 
and dependable source-book and record of the Sa- 
viour. If what is set down there be not true, there 
is no hope of learning anything vital regarding Him 
anywhere. We do not know the supernatural Sa- 
viour apart from the supernatural Book. 


History points to more than one occasion of 
wrangling about the nature of the Christ. One tra- 
dition holds to one position; another to another; 
and so with party, council, individual, all claiming 
to be Christian. And cannot each lay claim to the 
Holy Spirit? Is He God or Man? Human or Di- 
vine? One Nature or two Natures? Is it works 
or faith? The present and historical attitude of the 
Roman Church should shout down any minimiza- 
tion of the Bible in the specious but false interest 
of an exalted Christ. The Papal Church could be 
right on more than one Christological point but for 
a Bible held logically and defensibly to be true and 
final, and therefore dependable. For all who cherish 


the Book as the Word of God, the settlement of 
deep problems has been and shall ever be in accord 
with it, if not by direct appeal to, an infallible 
Bible. And if the only Arbiter is the Holy Spirit, 
let us keep in mind that the Holy Spirit’s arbitra 
tion is never contrary to the Book. Therefore, 
again: Belittling the Book under guise of exalting 
the Saviour is rather small business. It can hardly 
be well-pleasing to Him Who is Himself the Word 
of God. We entertain little sympathy with any who 
say: | have the Christ: I do not need an infallible 


Book ° 


Even today as throughout long ages past, those 
who stand on an inerrant Bible, as according to the 
Presbyterian Confession, have solid ground beneath 
their feet: those who depend on weighty scholar- 
ship, or profound agnosticism, or blatant infidelity, 
or on whatever else may set itself against that Word 
of God which claims to stand forever and seems to 
be making good the claim,—have quagmire. 


—R.F.G. 





A Reply To An Article By 
Dr. James A. Jones 


By F. Perry Sessions 


Elder In First Presbyterian Church 
Spartanburg, S. C. 


This article very properly was offered for first printing to the Editor of THE PRESBYTERIAN OUTLOOK 
of Richmond, Virginia, but because of its length it could not be published. The Editor, however, granted the 
author a reply of approximately 300 words. This reply was promptly submitted and receipt of same acknowl- 


edged by the Editor, who wrote, “Will carry it as soon as I can do so.’ —¥.P.s 


Good manners suggest that I introduce myself. 
I was born of a long line of Presbyterians, many 
of whom were church officers and some ministers. 
I am an elder in one of our larger U. S. Presby- 
terian churches, a past moderator of my presbytery, 
a commissioner to the 1953 General Assembly. Have 
lived in different sections of the United States and 
in foreign countries, have worshipped in U. S. A. 
churches. I am a businessman. 


The July 19, 1954 issue of The Presbyterian 
Outlook carried Dr. Jas. A. Jones’ article, “Young 
People Want Union,” an argument in favor of 
union of the three Presbyterian bodies, which was 
made before the General Assembly this summer at 
Montreat. Statements in this article prompt this 
reply. Before replying to three things mentioned 
in the article, I pledge myself to try to do so in good 
spirit, and with a hope and desire to promote peace 
and unity. 


Dr. Jones speaks of a meeting of the young peo- 
ple of the three churches, and that they “sat to- 
gether.”’ He refers to (OUTLOOK, Dec. 28, 1953.) 
We find on the front cover page: 
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“Young People Want Union” 


“Pittsburgh, Pa.—Young people in the Presby- 
terian Churches, U.S., U.S.A., and United are en- 
thusiastically for the reunion of their churches—if 
a unanimous statement of their elected leaders is 
indicative.” 

“In a recent joint meeting here on the campus 
of Western Theological Seminary, the first such 
they have held, they issued a ‘Statement of Convic- 
tion,’ expressing the essential oneness of their 
churches and their feeling of the need for union.” 


“Advisers said the young people reached their 
conclusions spontaneously, that they felt strongly 
their common Presbyterian faith and heritage and 
that they looked upon the proposed union, in the 
light of the Scriptures, as compelling.” 


The full statement of what they said was printed. 
You may read it if you wish. Sufficeth that we get 
on with the three things in Dr. Jones’ article, as he 
gives us his thoughts. Quoting “They (the 
young people), requested that they be allowed to 
go out by themselves, and with no ‘adult’ present, 
with none of the fathers of the churches and none 
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if the grandfathers. They were not talking about 
(923 or 1936. They talked about 1953 and looked 
ro 1983, . . . ” “These young people came back 
and said, “The youth of the church want the church 
to be one’.”’ 


When Dr. Jones talks about our young people he 
knows full well that our church is not unmindful 
of her duties and responsibilities, especially to our 
youth. Our large and extensive Board of Christian 
Education is fully departmentalized and _ highly 
staffed for its big job. Was there anything wrong 
with what we did in 1923 and 1936? I would say 
that our leadership on the adult level can look to- 
wards 1983. But the young people wanted to be “by 
themselves, outside . . . with no adult present.” To 
keep the record straight, Dr. Jones, some of us 
would like to know . . Who were at this joint meet- 
ing, which was held at Pittsburgh, Pa.? How 
many — young people? adults? and from each 
church, USA, US, and United? 


And, Dr. Jones in his pleasing and persuasive 
manner continued his appeal to the commissioners 
at Montreat . . . “They cannot speak to us today, 
these young men and women, because they are not 
commissioners to this court. They are not ordained 
ministers. They are not ruling elders.” “But they 
are the hope of the church. They are the people to 
whom the future belongs. And it is for their sakes 
that I urge upon you, because of the voice they 
have in concert expressed, that we give them the 
chance to have that ecclesiastical fraternity which 
already they have declared they wish to possess.” 


I hope these young people do not feel that their 
elder leaders are not considering them, and their 
welfare; and that rights are being denied them. 
Neither do | wish our adult groups to feel that any- 
one thinks they are being negligent about their 
responsibilities. | am fearful of the consequences if 
we do too much of this sort of talk—a cleavage 
might develop . . . and we do not need more division 
at this critical time. I am sure no harm was meant. 


Dr. Jones continues, . . “The second thing that 
I think needs to be mentioned is that already over 
1,200 serious, consecrated Presbyterian elders have 
said, ‘We ought to be one’. . ” And, according to 
our Confession of Faith, he tells us this: “ ...a 
man’s conscience in the Presbyterian Church can- 
not be impervious to the witness of his brethren.” 


Now, I know you too want to know who are 
the 1,200 elders. | reread this part of the article and 
checked it carefully. The printer added the sub- 
head to be sure . . . this reads ““The USA and UP 
Vote.” I was glad to find this help. In the Southern 
Church according to General Assembly reports we 
have 26,664 ruling elders. 1,200 would be a little 
less than 5% . . . How did the others stand, on 
whose side? Then we can take it that he refers to 
the commissioners (elders—meaning ministers and 
ruling elders) of the Assemblies of the USA and 
United Presbyterians, that had just held their meet- 
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ings. This raises a provocative question, Aren’t our 
Southern Presbyterian leaders capable of doing their 
own deliberations, and making proper decisions? 
And, Dr. Jones further told the commissioners in 
strong pleading that ‘a man’s conscience in the 
Presbyterian Church cannot be impervious to the 
witness of his brethren,” and the brethren suggested 
were the 1,200 commissioners of the other two 
church Assemblies. | ask, and I know you join me, 
who in this case are the “brethren,”—the ones to 
be considered first? Our brethren of the USA and 
UP Assemblies? or, that very large number of 
Southern Presbyterians . . ministers, ruling elders 
and members, who have said they do not prefer the 
proposed Plan of Union? We sorely need “Thy 
word, which is a lamp unto our feet and a light 
unto our path.” 


I ask your indulgence. Let us look at the Outlook 
May 31, 1954. This splendid paper, during the 
month of May, conducted a poll. Got good results. 
Final report showed how the 84 resbyteries voted 
. . 49 for union and 35 against. To approve union 
requires a majority of % (three fourths) of the 
presbyteries (63). All of the 2,954 ministers were 
mailed ballots . . and one elder of each church ses- 
sion. We had a possible total vote of 6,687 ... 
actual number of votes mailed in 3,149. A little 
less than half replied. The ballot was private. Only 
the Outlook editors saw the ballots. This vote 
showed that the church did not prefer union. 


Let us check the voting in Mecklenburg Presby- 
tery. Dr. Jones is a member of this presbytery. Total 
churches, 100; total ministers, 101; — Number 
voting, I11. (Figures from General Assembly 
records). The Presbytery voted:—For union 40; 
Against 71. How did the ministers vote? For 
Union 33—Against Union 27—Not voting 41. 


This is most revealing . . . Why did so many re- 
frain from voting? 


Why was the ministers’ vote so close? 


Mecklenburg is one of our largest presbyteries, 
and also one of our best informed. In addition to 
Dr. Jones, there were others with like views con- 
cerning union, among them were two popular, cap- 
able and active ministers, Doctors Warner L. Hall 
and Chas. E. S. Kraemer, (the latter now president 
of The Assembly’s Training School at Richmond, 
Va.). The results in this particular presbytery were 
revealing and most significant. It certainly caused 
me, and others too, to think that the union issue 
was a “lost cause.” Because when ministers of the 
power and ability and popularity of Doctor Jones 
and his co-proponents of union, could not persuade 
more to approve, then one must pause and think. 
They had not failed, had they? Certainly not! On 
the other hand one could not believe that so many 
fine Christian clergymen in this presbytery could 
vote against anything that was for the advancement 
and good of the Church. That would be utterly be- 
yond comprehension. Then, what reasonable con- 
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tion, characterized, addenda, etc., we have the Bible 
which still remains, we say again, the only credible 
and dependable source-book and record of the Sa- 
viour. If what is set down there be not true, there 
is no hope of learning anything vital regarding Him 
anywhere. We do not know the supernatural Sa- 
viour apart from the supernatural Book. 


History points to more than one occasion of 
wrangling about the nature of the Christ. One tra- 
dition holds to one position; another to another; 
and so with party, council, individual, ail claiming 
to be Christian. And cannot each lay claim to the 
Holy Spirit? Is He God or Man? Human or Di- 
vine? One Nature or two Natures? Is it works 
or faith? The present and historical attitude of the 
Roman Church should shout down any minimiza- 
tion of the Bible in the specious but false interest 
of an exalted Christ. The Papal Church could be 
right on more than one Christological point but for 
a Bible held logically and defensibly to be true and 
final, and therefore dependable. For all who cherish 


the Book as the Word of God, the settlement of 
deep problems has been and shall ever be in accord 
with it, if not by direct appeal to, an infallible 
Bible. And if the only Arbiter is the Holy Spirit 
let us keep in mind that the Holy Spirit’s arbitra 
tion is never contrary to the Book. Therefore, 
again: Belittling the Book under guise of exalting 
the Saviour is rather small business. It can hardly 
be well-pleasing to Him Who is Himself the Word 
of God. We entertain little sympathy with any who 
say: I have the Christ: I do not need an infallible 
Book. 


Even today as throughout long ages past, those 
who stand on an inerrant Bible, as according to the 
Presbyterian Confession, have solid ground beneath 
their feet: those who depend on weighty scholar- 
ship, or profound agnosticism, or blatant infidelity, 
or on whatever else may set itself against that Word 
of God which claims to stand forever and seems to 
be making good the claim,—have quagmire. 


—R.F.G. 








A Reply To An Article By 
Dr. James A. Jones 


By F. Perry Sessions 


Elder In First Presbyterian Church 
Spartanburg, S.C. 


This article very properly was offered for first printing to the Editor of THE PRESBYTERIAN OUTLOOK 
of Richmond, Virginia, but because of its length it could not be published. The Editor, however, granted the 
author a reply of approximately 300 words. This reply was promptly submitted and receipt of same acknowl- 
edged by the Editor, who wrote, ‘Will carry it as soon as I can do so.’ —¥.?.s. 


Good manners suggest that I introduce myself. 
I was born of a long line of Presbyterians, many 
of whom were church officers and some ministers. 
I am an elder in one of our larger U. S. Presby- 
terian churches, a past moderator of my presbytery, 
a commissioner to the 1953 General Assembly. Have 
lived in different sections of the United States and 
in foreign countries, have worshipped in U. S. A. 
churches. I am a businessman. 


The July 19, 1954 issue of The Presbyterian 
Outlook carried Dr. Jas. A. Jones’ article, “Young 
People Want Union,” an argument in favor of 
union of the three Presbyterian bodies, which was 
made before the General Assembly this summer at 
Mortreat. Statements in this article prompt this 
reply. Before replying to three things mentioned 
in the article, I pledge myself to try to do so in good 
spirit, and with a hope and desire to promote peace 
and unity. 


Dr. Jones speaks of a meeting of the young peo- 
ple of the three churches, and that they “sat to- 
gether.” He refers to (OUTLOOK, Dec. 28, 1953.) 
We find on the front cover page: 
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“Young People Want Union” 


‘Pittsburgh, Pa.—Young people in the Presby- 
terian Churches, U.S., U.S.A,, and United are en- 
thusiastically for the reunion of their churches—if 
a unanimous statement of their elected leaders is 
indicative.” , 





“In a recent joint meeting here on the campus 
of Western Theological Seminary, the first such 
they have held, they issued a ‘Statement of Convic- 
tion,’ expressing the essential oneness of their 
churches and their feeling of the need for union.” 


“Advisers said the young people reached their 
conclusions spontaneously, that they felt strongly 
their common Presbyterian faith and heritage and 
that they looked upon the proposed union, in the 
light of the Scriptures, as compelling.” 


The full statement of what they said was printed. 
You may read it if you wish. Sufficeth that we get 
on with the three things in Dr. Jones’ article, as he 
gives us his thoughts. Quoting “They (the 
young people), requested that they be allowed to 
go out by themselves, and with no ‘adult’ present, 
with none of the fathers of the churches and none 
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f the grandfathers. They were not talking about 
1923 or 1936. They talked about 1953 and looked 
to 1983, .. . ” “These young people came back 
ind said, “The youth of the church want the church 
to be one’.”’ 


When Dr. Jones talks about our young people he 
knows full well that our church is not unmindful 
of her duties and responsibilities, especially to our 
youth. Our large and extensive Board of Christian 
Education is fully departmentalized and highly 
staffed for its big job. Was there anything wrong 
with what we did in 1923 and 1936? I would say 
that our leadership on the adult level can look to- 
wards 1983. But the young people wanted to be “by 
themselves, outside . . . with no adult present.” To 
keep the record straight, Dr. Jones, some of us 
would like to know .. Who were at this joint meet- 
ing, which was held at Pittsburgh, Pa.? How 
many — young people? adults? and from each 
church, USA, US, and United? 


And, Dr. Jones in his pleasing and persuasive 
manner continued his appeal to the commissioners 
at Montreat .. . ““They cannot speak to us today, 
these young men and women, because they are not 
commissioners to this court. They are not ordained 
ministers. They are not ruling elders.” “But they 
are the hope of the church. They are the people to 
whom the future belongs. And it is for their sakes 
that I urge upon you, because of the voice they 
have in concert expressed, that we give them the 
chance to have that ecclesiastical fraternity which 
already they have declared they wish to possess.” 


| hope these young people do not feel that their 
elder leaders are not considering them, and their 
welfare; and that rights are being denied them. 
Neither do I wish our adult groups to feel that any- 
one thinks they are being negligent about their 
responsibilities. | am fearful of the consequences if 
we do too much of this sort of talk—a cleavage 
might develop . . . and we do not need more division 
at this critical time. I am sure no harm was meant. 





Dr. Jones continues, . . “The second thing that 
I think needs to be mentioned is that already over 
1,200 serious, consecrated Presbyterian elders have 
said, ‘We ought to be one’. . ” And, according to 
our Confession of Faith, he tells us this: “...a 
man’s conscience in the Presbyterian Church can- 
not be impervious to the witness of his brethren.” 


Now, I know you too want to know who are 
the 1,200 elders. | reread this part of the article and 
checked it carefully. The printer added the sub- 
head to be sure . . . this reads “The USA and UP 
Vote.” I was glad to find this help. In the Southern 
Church according to General Assembly reports we 
have 26,664 ruling elders. 1,200 would be a little 
less than 5% . How did the others stand, on 
whose side? Then we can take it that he refers to 
the commissioners (elders—meaning ministers and 
ruling elders) of the Assemblies of the USA and 
United Presbyterians, that had just held their meet- 
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ings. This raises a provocative question, Aren’t our 
Southern Presbyterian leaders capable of doing their 
own deliberations, and making proper decisions? 
And, Dr. Jones further told the commissioners in 
strong pleading that ‘a man’s conscience in the 
Presbyterian Church cannot be impervious to the 
witness of his brethren,” and the brethren suggested 
were the 1,200 commissioners of the other two 
church Assemblies. I ask, and I know you join me, 
who in this case are the “brethren,”—the ones to 
be considered first? Our brethren of the USA and 
UP Assemblies? or, that very large number of 
Southern Presbyterians . . ministers, ruling elders 
and members, who have said they do not prefer the 
proposed Plan of Union? We sorely need “Thy 
word, which is a lamp unto our feet and a light 
unto our path.” 


I ask your indulgence. Let us look at the Outlook 
May 31, 1954. This splendid paper, during the 
month of May, conducted a poll. Got good results. 
Final report showed how the 84 resbyteries voted 
. . 49 for union and 35 against. To approve union 
requires a majority of %4 (three fourths) of the 
presbyteries (63). All of the 2,954 ministers were 
mailed ballots . . and one elder of each church ses- 
sion. We had a possible total vote of 6,687 .. . 
actual number of votes mailed in 3,149. A little 
less than half replied. The ballot was private. Only 
the Outlook editors saw the ballots. This vote 
showed that the church did not prefer union. 


Let us check the voting in Mecklenburg Presby- 
tery. Dr. Jones is a member of this presbytery. Total 
churches, 100; total ministers, 101; — Number 
voting, I11. (Figures from General Assembly 
records). The Presbytery voted:—For union 40; 
Against 71. How did the ministers vote? For 
Union 33—Against Union 27—Not voting 41. 


This is most revealing . .. Why did so many re- 
frain from voting? 


Why was the ministers’ vote so close? 


Mecklenburg is one of our largest presbyteries, 
and also one of our best informed. In addition to 
Dr. Jones, there were others with like views con- 
cerning union, among them were two popular, cap- 
able and active ministers, Doctors Warner L. Hall 
and Chas. E. S. Kraemer, (the latter now president 
of The Assembly’s Training School at Richmond, 
Va.). The results in this particular presbytery were 
revealing and most significant. It certainly caused 
me, and others too, to think that the union issue 
was a “lost cause.”” Because when ministers of the 
power and ability and popularity of Doctor Jones 
and his co-proponents of union, could not persuade 
more to approve, then one must pause and think. 
They had not failed, had they? Certainly not! On 
the other hand one could not believe that so many 
fine Christian clergymen in this presbytery could 
vote against anything that was for the advancement 
and good of the Church. That would be utterly be- 
yond comprehension, Then, what reasonable con- 


PAGE 7 
























clusion? Only one. The proposed Plan of Union 
did not have the appeal. It did not satisfy. It was 
“found wanting.” 


You can rightly ask, There was more favorable 
attitude for Union in other presbyteries, wasn’t 
there? Yes, but even in the border states you will 
find strong opposition. If the Plan offered so much 
it should be more popular, shouldn’t it? 


We come to the third thing . “There is a 
third fact which | think quite frankly needs to be 
said. There is more division in the Presbyterian 
Church in the United States (Southern) today than 
should be contemplated in the union of the Presby- 
terian Churches under the proposed plan. If we, 
who obviously disagree about so much, can serve 
together in our venture of honoring Christ, why 
do we imagine that the Holy Spirit cannot preserve 
that fraternity in a larger outreach? ... ” 


Why is there more division in our church today? 
There may be some other contributory causes but 
when all is said and done the main cause is the con- 
troversy over union, and other things most of them 
bred from this controversy. This is an accepted fact 
nevertheless, notwithstanding! The distressing 
thing, the alarming thought, is that The Chairman 
of the General Council of our church further states 
that “the division is more than should be contem- 
plated” after union. Why would the division become 
less? Would it be because voices would be silenced ? 
because doors would be locked, and hearts saddened 
with discontent? Spare us this! 


In 1952 this author visited in Scotland and other 
places in Europe. A quick survey was made of 
churches, especially in Scotland. I was disappointed 
sorely when | found that the Presbyterian minister 
was still being paid by the state from the tax till. 
We have temptations to become involved in state 
matters. Let us avoid them by all means. Scotland 
has had her turmoils and church problems. These 
became very heated during the period of the En- 
lightenment . . . They also had the perennial con- 
troversy spoken of as “Auld Licht and New Licht.” 
This is the dispute over what is God’s part and 
what is man’s part in saving human souls. Minis- 
ters got terribly heated over these matters. During 
this period Bobby Burns, the popular, peasant poet 
lived. Some of his friends of the clergy became en- 
gaged in these disputes and discussions. One of them 
was so badly treated by his fellow clergymen that 
Burns wrote some simple lines about an assailant 
of one of his friends. The assailant was referred to 
as “Holy Willie.” Here are the words that Burns 
put into Holy Willie’s mouth: 


“O Thou that in the Heavens does dwell, 
Wha’ at it pleases best Thysel, 
Send ane to Heaven an ten to Hell, 

A’ for Thy glory, 
And no for onie guid or ill 
They've done for Thee.” 
—Holy Willie’s Prayer. 








Burns described this clergyman in these words: 
63 . an elder of the kirk, certainly no saint, but 
faultless in his orthodoxy ” (that of an arbi- 
trary, despotic God.) Burns, however, believed in 
a God of Love. In preaching, and in living a gospel 
which would exhibit the character of God as a 
Father of infinite love. My friends we can take this 
suggestion and be rewarded . . . for in our own 
church we can have developments that may cause 
displeasing conditions. Little things can and will 
happen . . I shall call attention to a recent item: 


On page 24, of Presbyterian Life, (U. S. A. 
(Northern) Church paper), issue of June 26, 1954, 
we read as follows: ““News—The only surprise in 
the voting on Union came from the U. S. Assem- 
bly’s Standing Committee on Interchurch Relations, 
which was expected to approve the Plan of Union 
and recommend that the Assembly do likewise. The 
committee composed of commissioners voted 22 to 
16, however, to turn down the merger. It was later 
reported that the anti-union forces had ‘packed’ the 
Interchurch Relations Committee. When the com- 
mittee’s report came before the General Assembly, 
however, the report of the minority (those 16 com- 
missioners favoring Union) was voted as the ma- 
jority report.” 


For churchmen the word “packed,” as used, is 
not acceptable language and this report carried 
wicked implications. Surely proper amends have 
been made for this. 


Brethren let us go forward—through our pro- 
cedures voting calmly and in a right spirit in our 
presbyteries. In our sessions and our congregations, 
studying in a serious manner, behaving with a de- 
corum becoming Christian believers. Forcing none; 
coercing never. If we cannot get an overwhelming, 
convincing approval of the Plan of Union, then let’s 
dispose of it, and return graciously and happily to 
our labors under the Lord. 


May our Chairman of the General Council, Doc- 
tor Jones, who is held in such high esteem by all 
who know him, permit me and the vast numbers of 
others of like mind, to earnestly ask that he keep 
going his great preaching ministry. Men sorely need 
preaching fraught with the glory of God—not of 
men—offering a blessing and hope to men, all of 
whom have to live under trying conditions, all with 
souls to be saved, all wishing to avoid hell, all hop- 
ing heaven to reach. Between man and man, church 
and church, nation and nation, proper and orderly 
relations can never exist except through the true 
knowledge of God’s all-embracing love. 


“Suffer us not to be tainted with any degree of 
a proud, wrathful and contentious spirit, but give us 
the spirit of power and of love and a sound mind; 
and dispose us to due humility and attention to con- 
sult, receive and obey Thy Holy Word, for Thy 
glory, and our eternal happiness.” 
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LESSON FOR AUGUST 29 


REV. J. KENTON PARKER 








It Fust Looks Different 


Background Scripture: Acts 10:38; Gala- 
tians 6:1-2; James 1:22, 26-27; 2:14-17; I 
John 3:16-18. Devotional Reading: Mat- 
thew 10:40-42. 


A child grows through eating good wholesome food, and through exercise. Exercise is just as essential 
for the babe in Christ. Christian Service is exercise. “Practice makes perfect” is an old saying with much 
truth in it. What made you the great musician that you are today, someone asked? “Twelve hours practice 
every day for twenty years,’ was the reply. If we are to grow into perfect, fully developed Christians we 


must practice our religion. Service brings rich rewards. 


Christ will receive a reward. The smallest service 
rendered for a disciple or for the Master will bring 
a blessing. The Church has missed a great deal 
because it has so often left the field of service to 
Fraternal and Charitable Organizations. If we had 
been faithful in this field of service both Christ 
and the Church would have been glorified. 


l. “Who Went About Doing Good”: 
Acts 10:38. 


Peter is preaching in the house of Cornelius, the 
Roman centurion. He is opening the door to the 
Gentiles in what has been called the “Gentile Pen- 
tecost,” for the Holy Spirit is shed forth upon these 
Gentiles. He is preaching Christ; Christ crucified 
and risen, Who will grant forgiveness of sins to all 
who believe upon Him. 


In describing the life and work of Jesus, Peter 
sums it up in these words: “Who went about doing 
good.” These five words give a vivid and revealing 
picture of the ministry of the Son of God while on 
earth, as He came in contact with people. He healed 
the sick, comforted the sorrowing, fed the hungry, 
taught the great truths of the Kingdom, cast out 
evil spirits. He wore Himself out in loving, sacri- 
ficial service. 

No service was too hard, or too small, or too 
lowly for Him to perform. In the upper room He 
girded Himself with a towel and performed the 
menial task of a household servant. He was con- 
stantly trying to instill this idea into the minds and 
hearts of His disciples. They asked Him, Who is 
the greatest in the Kingdom of heaven, and He 
showed them that true greatness was not to be 
ministered to, but to minister to others. The path 
to true greatness was the path of lowly service. He 
walked this path. All who would be truly great 
must walk the same way; must go about doing good, 
even as He did. 


If we would but take these words about Jesus 
is Our motto, what joy it would bring to our hearts! 
There is no greater joy than the joy which comes 
through unselfish service, doing good to all men, 
especially to those who are of the household of 
faith; being fellow-helpers to the truth, as John 
expresses it. 
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Even a cup of cold water given in the name of 





Il. Bearing One Another's Burdens: 
Galatians 6:1-2. 


Sometimes this means restoring a brother who 
has fallen into sin. If any man be overtaken in a 
fault, ye which are spiritual restore such an one in 
the spirit of meekness; considering thyself, lest thou 
also be tempted. 


There is great need for such loving service. In 
my churches, and I suppose in every church, there 
are those who have fallen into sin, or grown careless 
and indifferent. The usual result is that they stop 
attending church services, and become discouraged. 
I fear that | have failed in doing my part in bring- 
ing them back. We should have them on a special 
prayer list, and try by all means to rescue them. 
Jesus tells the story of the one sheep that was lost 
to illustrate this kind of service. The shepherd goes 
after the one sheep. May God help us to be better 
shepherds, not so careless about the straying ones! 


There are many other burdens which we can 
help our fellow-Christians bear; burdens of sickness, 
of poverty, of sorrow and bereavement. Sometimes 
we can help with a word of sympathy; or a word 
of comfort; or a gift of some kind. To visit the 
fatherless and widows in their affliction is one mark 
of “pure religion.” 


There is scarcely a person in the world who has 
not some burden. Jesus knew this, and looking upon 
the multitudes said, Come unto me all ye that labor 
and are heavy laden, and | will give you rest. He is 
the Great Burden-Bearer. If we can get our bur- 
dened friends to cast their burdens upon the Lord, 
we have done them the greatest service possible. 
Let us not leave this verse without breathing a 
prayer that the Great Burden-Bearer will put His 
loving Spirit into our hearts, and make us more 
faithful servants, and shepherds. 


III. “Doers of the Word”: 
James 1:22, 26-27. 

Jesus said, Not every one that saith unto me, 
Lord, Lord, shall enter the kingdom, but he that 
doeth the will of my Father in heaven. In closing 
the Sermon on the Mount he said, Whosoever hear- 
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eth these sayings of mine and DOETH THEM shall be 
like a wise man who built his house upon the rock. 
As John Bunyan says, “The practick part” is the 
hardest part, and it is the practice of our religion 
that counts. 


The Epistle of James is full of practical applica- 
tion to our daily life. When I was in college we 
had a course in “Applied Mathematics.” We need 
courses in “Applied Christianity.” James says that 
a hearer, and not a doer, is deceiving himself. He is 
like a man looking in a mirror and forgetting what 
he saw. The Word of God is a Looking-glass, and 
in this we see our duties as Christians. 

To be a “Doer of the Word’ we must control 
our tongues. He devotes a whole section of his letter 
to this subject of the evils of the tongue. (see chap- 
ter 3). 


Then he gives us a definition of “Pure and Un- 
defiled Religion”: to visit the fatherless and widows 
and keep himself unspotted from the world. Our 
religion has two sides, a positive and a negative; 
to visit and help those in trouble, and to keep our- 
selves free from the sin which is all around us in 
the world. 


A lady came to her pastor one day and asked him 
to take her name off the Church roll. She felt that 
she was no longer a Christian; she had lost her 
appetite, so to speak, for spiritual food. She found 
the Bible uninteresting, and prayer a burdensome 
and meaningless performance. He asked her to do 
one thing for him before he granted her request. 
Go home and read your Bible until you come to 
something which it tells you to do, and then Go po 
1T. She promised that she would try this. Some time 
later he met her and found her a changed person. 
A “new look” of joy was in her face. Some others 
need to try her remedy. 


If we try James’ plan of being Doers of the 
Word, it will keep us busy; so busy that we will 
not have time for self-pity; we will not be bothered 
by doubts and fears, and a new joy will take pos- 
session of our hearts. 


IV. A Living Faith: 
James 2:14-17. 


Some have imagined a conflict between James and 
Paul in this matter of Faith and Works. James 
seems to say that we are justified by Works, and 
Paul, by Faith. If we will remember that James is 
talking about a Dead Faith, and Paul is talking 
of a Living Faith that works by Love, the difficulty 
will disappear. Both James and Paul agreed to the 
decision made by the Council at Jerusalem, that we 
are saved by Grace, through Faith. There is a sham 
Faith which is dead. It is the kind the devils have, 
who believe, and tremble. Genuine Faith makes us 
Believe and Trust. Living Faith makes us “Trust 
and Obey,” A dead faith which says to those in 
need, be ye warmed and fed, and does nothing to 
relieve the need, is a worthless brand, an imitation 
of the real thing. 
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Faith and Works go hand in hand, like the two 
oars of a rowboat. We need both to keep the boat 
moving in the right direction, and not just going 
around in circles. Works prove our faith. They 
furnish the evidence that we have Saving Faith and 
not just an intellectual assent to some doctrines. 
The active element of Trust is always present. 


V. Loving in Deed and in Truth: 
I John 3:16-18. 


Works not only prove our Faith; they prove our 
Love. God proved His Love for a lost world by 
doing something about it: God so loved the world 
that He gave His only-begotten Son, that whoso- 
ever believeth in Him should not perish, but have 
everlasting life. Jesus Proved His Love by laying 
down His life for us. The best proof of both the 
Love of God the Father, and of Jesus, our Saviour, 
is Calvary; the Cross. If we are ever tempted to 
doubt the love of God, go out to Golgotha and stand 
beneath and say to Satan, if he has been tempting 
you to doubt God’s Love, Doesn’t He love me? And 
Satan will flee every time. 


We prove our love for the brethren by our will- 
ingness to do something for them, to go all the way, 
if necessary, even to death. A mother who loves her 
child does not consider any sacrifice too great for 
that child. A fine illustration of sacrificial love is 
found in Dicken’s Tale of Two Cities, and is fa- 
miliar to us. It is easy to say, I love you. The test 
comes in the days that follow the taking of the 
marriage vow. The wedding ceremony is not hard 
to repeat, the test will come when sickness and 
trouble come. 


Two friends say they love each other. Suppose 
one of these friends gets into difficulty. Will his 
friend desert him, or stick to him? We are not 
surprised that David loved Jonathan; he had much 
to gain, and nothing to lose. The amazing part of 
this classic friendship is the unselfish and sacrificial 
love of Jonathan for David, for he gave up every- 
thing, and faced the wrath of his father Saul by 
being loyal to his fugitive friend. No wonder that 
David could sing such a hymn of praise for his 
friend Jonathan. 


If ye love me, keep my commandments, said Jesus. 
The best way to prove our devotion to our Saviour 
is to obey His commands. So with our love for 
others. Let us love, not in word only, but in deed 
and in truth. Put our love to work in service. Let 
it feed the hungry, clothe the naked, carry the Good 
News to the far corners of the world. 





PRESBYTERIAN JUNIOR COLLEGE 


Educational excellence. Member Southern Association Col- 
lege and Secondary Schools. Endowed. Christian emphasis. 
A.A. and A.S. degrees. Graduates transfer to Junior Class 
best colleges. Professor each ten students. Personal atten- 
tion. Scientific tests. Athletics. Two-year business course. 
Preparatory department with lith, 12th grades. Veterans. 
Moderate charges. Scholarships. Self-help. Fall session begins 
September 6, 1954. 


PRESBYTERIAN JUNIOR COLLEGE 
Bex 34-W — Maxton, N. C. 
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YOUNG PEOPLE'S DEPARTMENT 





YOUTH PROGRAM FOR AUGUST 29 


Growth Through Christian Service 


DEVOTIONAL: 


Hymn: “Come, Thou Fount Of Every Blessing” 
Prayer 

Scripture: Matthew 25 :34-46 

Hymn: “Glorious Things Of Thee Are Spoken”’ 
Offering 

Hymn: “In Christ There Is No East Nor West” 


PROGRAM LEADER: 


If we could have before us representatives from 
all our home and foreign mission fields, it would 
not take much discernment to see how they differed 
from one another. They would be different as to 
their physical appearance, their costume, their speech, 
their manners and customs, and as to their native 
religious faith. (You can illustrate these differences 
by preparing a display of pictures of people from 
the nations where our church has mission work.) 
In spite of these very real differences, these people 
have a great deal in common with each other. 


A few weeks ago Dr. Hugh Bradley of the Board 
of World Missions spoke at the meeting of the 
Synod of North Carolina. In his address he re- 
minded the elders and ministers that the great ma- 
jority of the world’s population is suffering from 
a number of physical evils. We in the United States 
must be reminded of this truth because we fare so 
much better than the rest of the world in a physical 
sense. Dr. Bradley pointed out that the world is 
physically sick, it is hungry, and it is ignorant. Our 
mission board is mindful of all these evils even as 
Christ was concerned with them when He lived 
on earth in the flesh. Dr. Bradley also made it clear 
that each one of these evils has its spiritual counter 
part. There is spiritual sickness, there is spiritual 
hunger, and there is spiritual ignorance throughout 
the world. The main aim of the church through its 
world mission enterprise is to satisfy this spiritual 
need. Of course the church itself cannot bless men 
spiritually, but it can tell them of the Christ who 
can. The primary goal of missions is evangelism, 
but we have learned that there are many ways to 
reach people for Christ. A man can be so spiritually 
blinded that he does not recognize the needs of his 
soul, but he will be concerned about a sick body, an 
empty stomach, or an ignorant mind. The mission- 
aries make this concern become an opportunity to 
introduce the person to Christ. 


The speakers will show how our missionaries both 
at home and abroad serve Christ while ministering 
to the sickness, hunger, and ignorance of men. 
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REV. B. HOYT EVANS 





First Speaker: 


The world is physically sick. The three evils 
which our leader has mentioned are closely related. 
Much of the sickness in the world is due to igno- 
rance and to hunger. Still another important reason 
for such widespread sickness is that so many areas 
have been devastated by war in recent years. We, 
who are accustomed to having good hospitals in 
every town and doctors available whenever we want 
them, can hardly appreciate the lack of medical care 
in so many other nations of the world. Our mission 
hospitals in Korea and Africa and other places 
would seem very shabby and poorly equipped to us, 
but they have been used to relieve countless cases of 
suffering and to save thousands of lives. On many 
mission stations there is no hospital, just a simple 
clinic. At times the doctors and nurses travel from 
place to place treating the sick where and when 
they come upon them. This may seem like very 
primitive medical care to us, but it is truly wonder- 
ful to the sick who receive it. 


The men and women who serve the church as 
medical missionaries are not specialists in physical 
illness alone. They are prepared to tell each patient 
of Christ, the physician who can heal the sin-sick 
soul, As they work to heal bodies, doors of oppor- 
tunity are opened to tell of Christ. 


Second Speaker: 


The world is hungry. The widespread nature of 
this hunger is due to a number of factors: war, 
drought, overpopulation, and ignorance of proper 
methods of agriculture. The church is attempting 
to do something about this hunger and to do it in 
the name of Christ. The Overseas Relief and Inter- 
church Aid division of the Board of World Missions 
is charged with this responsibility in our own de- 
nomination. We join with other Christians in such 
organizations as Church World Service and CROP 
(Christian Rural Overseas Program) to collect 
food and distribute it to those who are starving. 


Not only does the church seek to satisfy hunger 
by giving food, but we are also engaged in the busi- 
ness of trying to teach hungry people better ways of 
providing their own food. For this purpose we have 
sent agricultural missionaries to several of our mis- 
sions. The church has deemed it wise to provide the 
teaching of agriculture in some of our mission 
schools in this country. 


When the church shows its concern for physical 
hunger those who have received the food have been 
more willing to learn of Christ, the Bread of Life. 
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Third Speaker: 


The world is truly ignorant. There are hundreds 
of millions who cannot read and write. Ignorance 
is the source of many other evils such as sickness, 
hunger, fear, and crime. The church must be con- 
cerned about the ignorance of the world, and it is. 
The school is considered to be a necessary part of 
missionary work at home and abroad. Knowledge 
not only reduces some of the evils just mentioned, 
but some knowledge is necessary to salvation. 


Education makes possible the spreading of the 
Christian faith. It is impossible to send enough for- 
eign missionaries to evangelize the whole world, or 
at least it is not very practical, when it is far easier 
and better to educate the native Christians so that 
they may evangelize their own people. 


Then too, as in the case of sickness and hunger, 
there are many who are interested in their minds 
but unconcerned about their souls. By offering to 
educate their minds, the church has often found 
opportunity to show such people the need of their 
souls and the Christ who can satisfy it. 


PROGRAM LEADER: 


The differences between the people of the world 
are just as obvious as when we began this program, 
but we have come to see that there are some very 
real and important similarities. The different peo- 
ple of the world suffer from the same evils, they 
are lost in the same sin, and they are saved by the 
same Christ. They have the same physical needs 
and the same spiritual need. As He works through 
Christians Christ Himself satisfies all needs of all 
people. 





ANGLERS 


(By The Editor Of The Testament 
For Fishers Of Men) 


Lesson Number 71 
“I Would Have To Give Up Too Much” 


This is a spectre which in many cases rises before 
one who is challenged to accept Jesus Christ as 
Saviour. “I would have to give up too much.” There 
are certain things in his life which he knows would 
be inconsistent with a Christian program. He is 
honest about that; indeed he prides himself on his 
consistency. Maybe he gambles. Gambling gets a 
strong hold, even the uncertainty of it is fascinat- 
ing; and maybe someday a lucky turn will make 
him rich, and then he might quit gambling and con- 
sider becoming a Christian. There are other un- 
Christian ways of getting money. Maybe he has 
property leased to a barkeeper who pays him double 
what any other tenant would pay. He wouldn’t run 
a saloon himself; he’s too decent for that, but he 
has a right to lease his property to whomsoever he 
pleases, and it is the barkeeper’s responsibility as to 
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how he makes use of it, not his. Besides, is he not 
making generous gifts to the Red Cross Fund and 
also to the Church? No, he couldn’t give up his 
whiskey selling tenant—not yet, any way. Or may 
be he plays golf on Sunday or goes fishing. Wh 
shouldn’t he? He works hard all week. Sunday is 
his only day of recreation ; but if he becomes a Chris 
tian he must go to church on Sunday, and how 
could he give up his golf or his fishing? The thought 
of it is a spectre. This is delusion; it is desperately 
bad judgment in appraising values. The poor fellow 
does not know what he is missing, because he has 
never taken God’s Word seriously. He is looking 
for profit where no profit is. He has never heard the 
Lord say, “For what shall it profit a man if he shall 
gain the whole world and lose his own soul?” 
(Mark 8:36). Or he has failed to sense its tre- 
mendous truth. He is trading his soul’s salvation 
for a very small part of the world. With all his 
rent money and his golf and his fishing and other 
worldly assets he has nothing but what perishes with 
the using and can vanish in a night—yet he clings 
to them and allows his soul’s salvation to slip 
through his fingers. Also he is missing one of the 
Lord’s richest promises: “Seek ye first the kingdom 
of God and his righteousness and all these things 
shall be added unto you.” (Mat. 6:33). I have 
never given up anything for Christ’s sake, but He 
gave me something many times better, richer, finer 
in its place. 





WOULD YOU LIKE TO OWN a leather- 
bound copy of THE TESTAMENT FOR 
FISHERS OF MEN? Send us an account of 
winning a soul to Christ in a 
personal interview (250 words 
or less). If it is used in the 
ANGLERS column, you will 
receive this most helpful, vest- 
pocket size, Personal Worker’s 
Testament (King James Ver- 
sion). No manuscripts returned 
unless requested. THE TES- 
TAMENT may also be ured by sending 
two new one-year subscriptions to The 
Journal, or by remitting $3.25. 














Church News 


Annual Meeting Of Trustees Of 


Mountain Retreat Association 





Montreat, N. C.—Aug. 4—The Trustees of 
the Mountain Retreat Association held their annual 
meeting in Montreat. Sixteen of these trustees are 
elected by the sixteen synods; and thirty-four are 
elected by the General Assembly. Dr. C. Grier 
Davis, pastor of the First Presbyterian Church of 
Asheville, N. C., was elected chairman; and Mr. 
Philip Howerton of Charlotte, N. C., was elected 
secretary. 
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HERE’S THE GIST OF OUR 
ANNUITY GIFT PLAN 


Our Board of World Missions will make an agreement with any individual 
whereby, upon receipt of an outright gift of any sum from $100.00 up, 
this Board agrees to pay to that individual (or someone designated by him) 
a certain sum each six months as long as he or she lives. The amount of 
payment is based on the age of the individual at date of entry, ranging from 
2.5% at age 35 to 7% at age 80. 


At age 64, for instance, a person would receive 5% or $50.00 per year 
($25.00 semi-annually) on each $1,000.00 given. 


This attractive income is guaranteed for life of the annuitant and is not sub- 
ject to depressions or anything that would affect the yield on other invest- 
ments. (Our Annuity Gift Plan has been in operation for over 50 years and 
every annuity payment has been made promptly and in full). 


None of the annuity gift is used for mission work until our lifetime obliga- 
tion to the annuitant has been completed. Then the full principal amount 
will go to help spread the Gospel of Christ around the world. 


This plan makes it possible for many people to give to Foreign Missions 
who otherwise could not give because they need the income from all their 
funds during their lifetime. 


Two persons may make a joint agreement whereby the semi-annual pay- 
ments will continue to the survivor. The rate on a survivorship agreement is 
slightly less than the rate which would be paid to the younger of two annui- 
tants. 


If you have to pay Federal Income Tax, our Annuity Gift contract offers 
you certain additional advantages. 


We will be glad to answer any questions in regard to this plan or furnish any 
further information you may desire. Address: 


Curry B. Hearn, Treasurer, 
Board of World Missions, 
Presbyterian Church in the U. S., 
P. O. Box 330, Nashville 1, Tenn. 
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One of the things considered was a report of a 
committee appointed by the chairman, Dr. C. Grier 
Davis, for consideration of a policy of the Board 
for the entertainment of Negro delegates at confer- 
ences during the summer season. This committee 
was composed of Dr. C. H. Patterson, Bluefield, 
West Virginia, as chairman; Dr. S. Wilkes Dendy, 
of Dalton, Georgia; and Mr. Philip F. Howerton, 
of Charlotte, N. C.; and Dr. Frank A. Mathes of 
Birmingham, Alabama, who was absent from the 
meeting. 


Dr. Davis made the statement to the board of the 
policy which was adopted by the Board of Directors 
in 1950 and is as follows: 


or 


That all Negro adults now coming to Montreat 
for conferences of the Presbyterian Church, U. S., 
and for meetings of the General Assembly of the 
Presbyterian Church, U. S., shall be entertained 
in the Fellowship Hall and the Cafeteria.’ This 
policy further provided that owing to the many 
social problems involved, the Board of Directors 
felt that in the future it could not entertain Negro 
delegates in the Young People’s Leadership School. 


The committee, appointed by the chairman, Grier 
Davis, on June 16, 1954, sought to evaluate the 
present policies on entertainment of Negroes at 
Montreat in the light of the action of our General 
Assembly and in the light of the feeling on the 
part of many people that there are unChristian im- 
plications inherent in segregation. All aspects of 
the situation were investigated as time permitted. 


Our recommendation takes cognizance of the fol- 
lowing pertinent aspects of the problem here: 


1. The present entertainment policies are now 
more liberal than any other conference center in 
this area. 


2. For a number of years the management has 
sought to lead the Church by giving equal treat- 
ment to Negro delegates in our buildings and cafe- 
teria. 


3. The directors are working toward advance 
steps as soon as more liberal policies can be inaugu- 
rated without undermining or endangering the good 
relations which now exist. 


4. When necessary, special exceptions are being 
made in order to evidence a spirit of intelligent 
brotherhood and build good will for a more en- 
lightened future. 


5. The time has not yet arrived when mixed 
social recreation of youth groups can be handled in 
Montreat without needless misunderstandings and 
repercussions. 


6. That Montreat, being both a community and 
a conference center requires parallel policies to pre- 
vent chaos. This demands at this time intelligent 
education and patient experimentation rather than 
change and rule by directive. 
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7. The present time is one of exceptional tension 
in many states owing to school situations, and not | 
conducive to well-balanced judgment, especially in 
the realm of change. 


8. A little patience today will pay dividends in 
future good relations. Your Committee recommends 
the following in the light of the above: 


|. That the over-all policies be continued for 
the present. 


2. That a committee of the Trustees be appointed 
to keep in touch with all phases of the situation per- 
tinent to this question, and make a report next year, 
bringing to the attention of the Trustees any valid 
criticism from any authorized Assembly agency 
with suggested appropriate corrective action. 


C. H. Patterson, Chm., Bluefield, W. Va. 
Philip F. Howerton, Charlotte, N. C. 
S. Wilkes Dendy, Dalton, Ga. 


This report was unanimously adopted. 


The Board of Trustees elected the following to 
the Board of Directors of the Mountain Retreat 
Association: Dr. L. Nelson Bell of Montreat, 
N. C.; Rev. John R. Cunningham, Davidson, 
N. C.; Rev. C. Grier Davis, Asheville, N. C.; Rev. 
S. W. Dendy, Dalton, Ga.; Mr. Philip F. Hower- 
ton, Charlotte, N. C.; Mr. Karl Hudson, Jr., 
Raleigh, N. C.; Mr. F. L. Jackson, Davidson, 
N. C.; Rev. J. Rupert McGregor, Montreat, N. C.; 
Rev. Frank A. Mathes, Birmingham, Ala.; Mr. 
John V. Matthews, Fayetteville, Tenn.; Mr. 
George Norris, Danville, Va.; and Rev. John E. 
Richards, Roanoke, Va. 


The Board of Trustees and Directors received 
the report of the President and approved the fol- 
lowing recommendations: 


1. That the Campaign Cammittee of the Board 
of Directors make definite plans for conducting 
campaigns for funds for capital needs. 


2. That the pavilion be constructed adjacent to 
the Collegiate Club Building for the youth program. 


3. That a building sufficient for the children’s 
program at Montreat and for the purpose of giving 
the Board of Christian Education an opportunity 
for conducting a laboratory school here for ten 
weeks during the summer be constructed. 


4. They approved of the erection of a dormitory 
building to care for college students who work in 
Montreat during the summer time. 


The Board of Trustees of the Mountain Retreat 
Association also commended the Board of Trustees 
of Montreat College and High School for their 
splendid work and thanked them for the energy and 
faithfulness with which they have discharged the 
responsibilities of the Trustees. 
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McFerran Crowe Gregg Singer 
, || Belhaven’s New President... Vew Vice-President And Chairman 
eat Of The Department Of History 
at, Robert McFerran Crowe was born in Abingdon, Dr. Singer received his A. B. Degree at Haver- 
on, @ Virginia, July 14, 1910, the son of Dr. William ford College, Philadelphia, Pennsylvania, in 1933. 
ev, | Crowe, Presbyterian minister there, and spent his In 1935 he received an M. A. Degree from the Uni- 
er- boyhood in Memphis and St. Louis where his father versity of Pennsylvania, and in 1940 the same insti- 
Ir, |) was pastor of the Idlewild Presbyterian Church in tution awarded him the Ph. D. Degree. 
on, | Memphis and Westminster Presbyterian Church in He has served as dean and teacher of history and 
wi ; St. Louis. philosophy at Penn Hall Junior College; professor 
Ir. and chairman of the history department at Wheaton 
fr. B , . , ‘ollege ; < since 19 same position 
- & He graduated from Hampden-Sydney College in College ; and — 1948 has held the erm? cae 
E. ' . ; gee at Salem College, Winston-Salem, North Carolina. 
» 1933 with an A. B. Degree; and from Union Theo- be ear : utaaahiiedl 
| Bente) Comin: . yes : He was visiting professor of American constitutiona 
ogical Seminary, Richmond, Virginia, in 1936 with : ; \ ap ; : 
029 , . history in the University of Pennsylvania Graduate 
ed a B. D. In 1937, he was the Thomas Cary Johnson rns: yee ren 
, _ ~ . School in 1947; and he held a similar position in 
ol- Fellow and earned the Th. M. In 1949 King Col- EE HE 
/ _ a . the graduate school of Furman University in the 
| lege, Bristol, Tennessee, awarded him the honorary : 
, : grt Par tes summers of 1949, 1950, and 1951. 
degree of Doctor of Divinity. a, i ; Boe 
The Federal Government has used his services in 
ird ; . 
ng ' Pere - Aa ; varying ways, among which was labor in behalf of the 
A ‘ > or P ¢ yma <ncis ¢ , , . ie ° 
ro Bet: : r of —— a social nate War Manpower Commission during World War II. 
an ni Beta Kappa scholastic ary fr: I. ; . 
. eS ae ee ee He is a member of the Medieval Academy of 
to America, the American Historical Association, the 
m. He has been pastor of the following Presbyterian Philosophical Society of North Carolina and Phi 
_ —§ Churches: Hillsville, Virginia; Prytania Street Beta Kappa. 
n's Sg ae iia . ; . , , . 
ne Church, New Orleans ; Central Church, Oklahoma In Winston-Salem he is an elder in the First Pres- 
. City; and North Avenue Church, Atlanta. He was byterian Church, has served on the presbytery’s Com- 
= 4 chaplain in the Air Force from April 1943 to mission on the Minister and His Work, and has fre- 
, July 1946. quently done supply preaching in nearby churches. 
; He is the author of SourH CArotina IN THE 
ry In 1942, Miss Jean Bumstead of New Orleans CONFEDERATION, his Ph. D. thesis at the University 
in became Mrs. Crowe, and they have one daughter, of Pennsylvania, and has now completed another 
Jean Massey Crowe, three years old. Mrs. Crowe book, which is in manuscript form, entitled Cut- 
-" is an alumna of Converse College, where her major TURES IN CONFLICT. 
=a nterest was piano. Mrs. Singer is the former Marjorie Pouder of 
Pit Johnson City, Tenn., and they have four children. 
nd On July 1, 1954, Dr. Crowe became President Dr. Singer will serve as chairman of the History 
he of Belhaven College, succeeding Dr. G. T. Gilles- Department and Vice-President of the College. 
pie. Belhaven is fortunate indeed to have him, 
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Passing Of Rev. C. H. Little, D.D. 


Rev. Charles Howie Little, 82, died on July 29th 
and was buried on the 31st in the Sharon Presby- 
terian Cemetery adjoining the church where he had 
been a pastor for thirty three years. Mr. Little was 
born in Mecklenburg County, educated at Davidson 
College, Princeton and Louisville Presbyterian 
Theological Seminaries. In 1913 he became pastor 
of the Sharon congregation until retirement in 
1946. During the Sharon pastorate he was pastor 
of Carmel and Amity churches from 1913 to 1923. 
One of his fortes in the ministry was his appeal to 
youth and his help to them in getting prepared for 
life work. Since retirement he has been active in 
preaching and was one of the ministers in the Belk 
Larger Parish. 


He is survived by Mrs. Little, formerly Miss 
Bonnie Lucy Anderson of Etowah, N. C., one son, 
professor Chas. H. Little, Jr., of the N. C. State 
College, and four grandchildren, two of them are 
in Honolulu and the children of the late Lt. Com- 
mander Anderson Little. 





Norfolk Presbytery Meets 


The Presbytery of Norfolk met in the First 
Presbyterian Church, Portsmouth, Va., July 20th 
with 43 ministers, 39 ruling elders and three stu- 
dents acting as assistants or supplies in attendance. 


Rev. Denny Monte Hill was dismissed to the 
Presbytery of Harmony that he may accept a call 
to Mayesville Church. Rev. John Brooks Rice was 
received from Fayetteville Presbytery and will be 
installed in the First Church, in South Norfolk, 
Va. Rev. Russell George Flaxman was received 
from the Associate Gospel Churches of Canada 
and will continue to supply the First Church of 
Cape Charles, Va. Mr. Jefferson Thomas Kester- 
son was received as a candidate from Knoxville 
Presbytery and licensed. He will be ordained in 
the Westminster Church of Norfolk, Va. on Au- 
gust 29th. Rev. James C. Chambers, Negro Evan- 
gelist, will be installed as pastor of the Covenant 
Presbyterian Church which was organized May 
23 with 45 charter members. A commission was 
appointed to organize a church to be known as the 
Hidenwood Presbyterian Church in Warwick, Va. 
on the 25th of July. This organization has already 
been effected with 95 members. 


A special committee was appointed to recommend 
action regarding the proposed Union. 


The Park Avenue Church, organized in 1884, 
was authorized to change its name to the Third 
Presbyterian Church, it being noted that it was 
actually the third in order of organization in Nor- 


folk, Va. 


Plans were adopted for the carrying out of the 
proposed exchange of ministers between the Synods 
of North Carolina and Virginia in March and 


April, 1955. 
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The Presbytery will meet in adjourned session 
during the meeting of the Synod of Virginia in 
Staunton, Virginia and in regular stated session in 
the Roys :r Memorial Church, Norfolk, Va., Sep- 


tember st. 





“Friends Of Union” 
Weak In Augusta 








ul 


Two thousand Augusta Presbyterians were in- | 
vited by letter to attend an organizational meet- | 


ing of the Friends of Union. Present at the meeting 
on July 22 were 38, several of whom came under 
the impression that both sides of the issue would be 
treated. Plans were laid at the meeting for an in- 
tensive propaganda effort in behalf of the union 
position with special attention to be given to the 
sessions of the presbytery. One of those who called 
the meeting commented later that theirs was a “los- 
ing battle.” The consensus seemed to be that senti- 
ment in this area is overwhelmingly opposed to the 
proposed merger. 





Savannah Presbytery 


The Summer Adjourned Meeting of Savannah 
Presbytery was held in Statesboro on July 20, 1954, 
with the Moderator, Rev. O. A. Radford, of Fitz- 
gerald, presiding. Rev. R. L. Torrence requested 
that the pastoral relationship between himself and 
First Presbyterian Church, Savannah, be dissolved. 
This was done, and he was granted permission to 
labor outside the bounds of Presbytery for six 
months. The Trustees of Savannah Presbytery, Inc., 
was authorized to proceed to the purchase of the 
beautiful Kinkenny property, 14 miles east of Rich- 
mond Hill, for a conference ground. The main 
building was erected in 1800, and bears scars from 
the War of 1812 in the form of several cannon- 
ball holes made by gun-boats. 


Rev. E. L. Secrest was employed as Assistant 
Executive Secretary to serve‘primarily as a promo- 
tional secretary for all causes of the Presbytery. A 
committee was appointed to study the Plan of 
Union and report at a later meeting, the vote not 
to be taken before January, 1955. Commissions re- 
ported that Rev. W. R. Thurman had been in- 
stalled at Waycross on May 2; Rev. Charles Logan 
Landrum, Jr., was ordained in his father’s church, 
Brunswick, June 20th; Rev. Grover Preston Brown 
was ordained and installed Pastor in Metter on 
June 20th; and Rev. E. L. Nelson was installed 
Pastor of the McRae Church, where he will live as 
he continues to serve as Executive Secretary. The 
Fall Stated Meeting will be in Vidalia, September 
14. Ruling Elder C. B. Jones, Riceboro, is the 


Moderator-in- Nomination. 
—John P. Simmons, Stated Clerk. 


Recommend The Journal Te Friends 
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(;eneral Fund And Interchurch Agencies 


Statement of Receipts Jan. 1 - July 31, 1954 
THE GENERAL FUND 


B idget for 1954 $716,899.00 
Receipts to date 187,576.74 
Percentage of annual budget 

received to date 26.17 


Balance needed for the year $529,322.26 
INTERCH URCH AGENCIES 


Budget for 1954 $ 22,000.00 


Receipts to date 7,017.16 
Percentage of annual budget 
received to date 31.9 


Balance needed for the year 


$ 14,982.84 





The Presbyterian Church Of Brazil 
HAS: 


313 ordained ministers, 18 licensed preachers, 98 
ministerial candidates, 20 lay delegates, 1 colporter, 
1721 elders, 1542 deacons, 405 organized churches, 
65 organized congregations, 503 congregations un- 
der the supervision of churches, 1788 preaching 
points, 51 day schools, with 4360 scholars, 74632 
communicant members, 1208 Sunday Schools with 
5943 classes, 8182 teachers and officials, 88723 
scholars; 251 juvenile societies with 6555 members, 
402 Young People’s societies with 12658 members, 
509 Women’s societies with 17793 members, 749 
churches (worship buildings), 145 manses. 


DURING 1953: 


4935 persons were received into church fellow- 
ship ; 4214 children were baptized. There are thirty 
presbyteries which meet annually. There are six 
Synods which meet biennially. The General Assem- 
bly meets once in four years. 


These statistics are of the national church only. 
Those of the American Presbyterian Missions are 
sent to their respective Boards. 


Harold H. Cook, 


Statistical Secretary. 


Change Of Address 


Rev. G. T. Preer, from Collins, Mississippi, to 
313 North 25th Avenue, Hattiesburg, Mississippi. 


Plan Of Union To Be 


Discussed 





Knoxville, Tenn.—The Fountain City Presby- 
terian Church has invited Dr. Frank Caldwell, 
President of Louisville Theological Seminary, 
Louisville, Kentucky, and Dr. Nelson Bell, Mon- 
treat, N. C., former medical missionary to China, 
to speak at the Fountain City Presbyterian Church, 


AUGUST 18, 1954 





October 3, 
“Proposed 
Church in The United States of America ( North- 
ern), The Presbyterian Church in The United 
States (Southern) and The United Presbyterian 
Church of North America.” 


1954, on the pros and cons of the 
Plan of Union of the Presbyterian 


The schedule will be as follows: 


Afternoon Session: Sunday, October 3, 1954— 
4:00-5:00 p.m. From 4:00-4:30 p.m. Dr. Caldwell 
will speak on the topic, ““Why I Favor The Proposed 
Plan Of Union.” 4:30-5:00 p.m. Dr. Bell will 
speak on the topic, “Why I Am Opposed To The 
Proposed Plan Of Union.” 


Night Session: 7:30-8:30 p.m. Question and 
Answer Period. All questions must be reduced to 
writing. No questions from the floor. Questions are 
to be turned in before the 7:30 service, signature 
optional. 





Vemorial Oaks Church 


Houston, Texas—Memorial Oaks Presbyterian 
Church, Houston, Texas, begins its fifth year with 
the calling of a new minister, the Reverend J. Wal- 
ter Dickson, Jr., of Belmont, North Carolina. Mr. 
Dickson comes with a wide experience in educational 
and pastoral work, having served in the Canal Zone, 
and as a Chaplain in the United States Army Air 
Force, and as Director of Student Activities for the 
Synod of Georgia in previous years. He is at present 
pastor of the First Presbyterian Church at Bel- 
mont, N. C. 


Memorial Oaks will begin the Fall with a com- 
plete church program for all age groups. The pres- 
ent plant includes Fellowship Hall and educational 
space completed last year. The membership of our 
Church exceeds 370 members and is continuing to 
grow in one of the rapidly developing suburban 
areas of Houston. 


During the interim that Memorial Oaks was 
without a minister the membership, led by Vice 
Moderator Paul Daugherty, continued to serve the 
interests of the kingdom of God in this area. The 
Church now looks forward to an era of ever ex- 
panding service to the interest of Christianity in 
Houston. 


“a 





BAPTISM 


By Rev. John Scott Johnson, Ph.D. 


Fourth Printing, 27th thousand, 40 pages. 
Headings and subheadings make material eas- 
ily available for busy people. Keeps close to 


4.4 
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the Bible. 
quoted. 
Prices are low, $3.00 will supply 25 fami- 
lies; $10.00, 100 families. 
Order From 
The Southern Presbyterian Journal 


Weaverville ... North Carolina 


Bible references cited are also 
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LIQUOR 


“Beer Belongs” 


“Beer Belongs” is the advertising slogan used 
in the “Brewers’ Home Life Series.” 


“Beer belongs,” the brewer tells us. 

Beer belongs? Yes, let us see 

All that flaunted beer belongs to; 

Beer belongs to tragedy— 

Beer belongs to drunken driving, 

Beer belongs to highway wrecks— 

Bodies bruised and maimed and bleeding— 
Broken arms and legs and necks. 


Beer belongs to family quarrels— 
Hatred, infidelity, 

Beer belongs to childhood blighted, 
Doomed to insecurity. 

Beer makes dad act queer and foolish— 
Beer makes mother silly too. 

Children ask why should folks drink it? 
“Beer belongs!” That’s why they do! 


Beer belongs to rape and murder— 
Bestial crime of every sort. 

Beer belongs to jail and prison— 

Beer belongs to crowded court. 

Beer belongs to cheapened morals— 
Stolen virtue—loath disease, 

Heartaches, tears, remorse and sorrow— 
Beer belongs to all of these. 


Beer belongs to wealth—mad brewers, 
Caring not for God or man! 

Beer belongs to filthy taverns 
Breaking every legal ban! 

Beer belongs to gross corruption— 
Beer belongs to bribe and threat— 
Beer belongs to all that’s sordid! 
Truly “beer belongs”—and yet— 





If our land to beer surrenders— 
Nor forsakes the flowing bowl— 
Nor condemns its power to ruin 
Human mind and heart and soul— 
Never shall we come to greatness! 
Ne’er our destiny fulfill! 

Beer destroys the strongest nation! 


HELP US, LORD, TO DO THY WILL! 


ST TT EE EOL OK Ee 
A Layman’s Views 
On The Merger 

By Kenneth S. Keyes 


A NEW 24-PAGE BOOKLET WITH CHARTS 
$5.00 PER HUNDRED POSTPAID 


ORDER FROM 
The Southern Presbyterian Journal 


Weaverville ... North Carolina 
SEE EEO 
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Gop’s Tomorrow. By Ernest L. Tiffany, M.D. 
50 cents. 


This comforting booklet is the herald of a posi- 
tive message of personal immortality based upon the 


Bible. 


In its cheerful contents Dr. Tiffany is satisfied 
with nothing short of the most convincing evidence 
to the age old question “If a man die shall he live 
again.” 


He ignores a common practice of trying to con- 
ceal the grave with poetic posies or the gilded lilies 
of wishful thinking. He points to an empty tomb 
with scriptural answers to the scriptural query, 
“How are the dead raised up? and with what body 
do they come?” 


There is not a thread of gloom in it. Its contents 
are as bright as its beautiful scarlet and gold em- 
bossed cover. There is real comfort here. It satisfies 
the soul. Just the gift item for those who have 
“lost awhile” dear ones whom they will see and 
know again. 





War With THe UNpeErwor_p. By Ernest L. 
Tiffany, M.D. $1.75. 


An authoritative treatise on the outstanding social 
evils of the day. The author is qualified to write 
the book because he has been the field secretary for 
the New York Civic League, for years, in the front 
line in the battle against all kinds of organized vice. 
Few men are better prepared to speak with author- 
ity on the consequences of evil on our family and 
national life in America. 


A deadly warfare is raging in which your boy or 
girl may become a victim. Knowledge is power. 
This book is written that you may know and be 
forearmed. Ignorance of actual conditions on the 
part of mother, father, preacher, and children make 
the underworld possible. 


Both of the foregoing books may be procured by 
ordering from the author, Dr. Ernest L. Tiffany, 
East Avenue, Walden, N. Y. 





Signals! 
Jesus said, “I am the Door.” 


May I be the doorkeeper. 


Christ said, “I am the Light.” 
May I be the Light-bearer. 


He said, “I am the Way.” 
May I be the Way-shower. 


Our Lord said, “I am the Truth.” 
May I be one to tell it. 
My Saviour said, “Go!” 
Yes, Lord, I go. 
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The Collectivist Issue 


\ vast number of thoughtful and earnest persons 
are seriously concerned about the position taken by 
church leaders on the collectivist issue. There is 
open hostility in most major denominations—such 
as the Methodist, Congregational, Presbyterian. 
Laymen have been awakening to the fact that a 
relatively few clergymen in the church hierarchies 
have been presuming to speak for the total fellow- 
ship in ways the fellowship does not approve. 


The same hostility has become evident in the 
National Council of Churches, and in almost every 
sizable church body including the World Council 
of Churches (which holds its assembly in Evanston 
this summer). At the very hour when the church 
should be raising moral and spiritual issues, there- 
fore, it has come to be discounted by many without 
whom it cannot exert proper and vital influence. 


The political and social arguments behind the 
hostility will never be resolved on the basis of com- 
promise—either by the collectivists or the liber- 
tarians. If the arguments are to be resolved while 
the church is still of determinative importance, they 
will have to be resolved on the basis of the teachings 
of Jesus. 


Some Believe Jesus A 
Collectivist 
Difficulty arises here, however, owing to the 


differing - interpretations of His teachings. Some 
actually believe Jesus was a collectivist, a Socialist— 
perhaps even a Communist. | think he was not. But 
this can be established and should become the least 
common denominator with which to alleviate differ- 
ences and unite fellowships that are now falling 
apart. 


There are evidences that the church is losing 
ground on foreign shores as well as in this country. 
The hold of the Roman Church in Italy and France 
seems to be at an all-time low—her influence in such 
nations as Esthonia, Latvia, Poland, practically nil. 
Likewise the influence of the Protestant Church in 
England appears to be waning. 


I believe the first priority is for the church to put 
its house in order and find ways to federate its 
strength for the commonweal and the Kingdom of 
God. This would not mean mergers, which I am 
convinced have usually been steps in retreat instead 
of advance. It would simply mean a return to the 
Gospel of Jesus Christ, which is the covenant basis 
ot every faith that calls itself Christian. 


Those of us who have professional relationships 
with the church should never forget how easy it is 
for us to tend to neglect the true inwardness of 
Christian religion. In our preoccupation with the 
ecclesiastical bureaucracy, with ritualistic forms, 
with the paying of the parish mortgage and so on, 
ve sometimes stray. 
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Throughout the history of the church, it has been 
our dedicated lay leaders who have then most often 
provided the vitality for new trends and growth— 
rallying men around a doctrine or point of emphasis 
that we professionals have neglected. The various 
monastic orders, when they arose, fit this classifica- 
tion. So did most of the Protestant denominations. 


Ways Calculated To 
Achieve A Breach 


One cannot keep informed about today’s varied 
social action activities and meetings (even denomi- 
national and interdenominational conferences) with- 
out the feeling that if we professionals have not, 
once again, deliberately created a breach between 
ourselves and our laymen, yet we can hardly have 
proceeded in ways more calculated to achieve that 
result. 


| know, consequently, and I can see from our 
growing volume of mail, that there-are thousands 
of parish ministers like myself-who feel as unhappy 
about the breach in the church as-I do. And we pray 
with all our hearts that steps will -be taken by our 
responsible leaders to bring a halt to the continuous 
aggravating actions which serve only to widen the 
breach—such as the efforts to attack and smear any- 
one who dares question the hierarchy. 


Let there be a return to charity toward all— 
good will toward those who differ—firmer dedica- 
tion to the principles taught us by Christ. With His 
help we may yet find common ground on which to 
renew our forbearance, and our fellowship, and our 
influence—in that truth which alone can set us free. 


Dr. JAMEs W. Firiecp, Jr. 
In Faith and Freedom. 





Questions To Stimulate 
Group “Idea-Exchange” 


1. How can we become personally powerful for 
and through Christ? (This is necessary for per- 
sonal evangelism). 


2. What neighborly practices indicate that you 
are a Christian? (Get each group to list several). 


3. Why do you personally recommend Christ? 
(This might well be a time for personal testimony). 

4. What value is in visiting with a team of two 
or more? 


5. How many of your neighbors do you know 
who are not Christian? (Number these). 


6. How many neighbors do you have whose per- 
sonal church affiliation you do not know? 


7. Without using the Bible—write out all the 
verses you can think of dealing with personal evan- 
gelism. 


These questions should provide some idea of the 
vpportunity you have for individually spreading the 
Gospel. 

—From Presbyterian Men. 





PAGE 19 











PEP PPP PLP L ELE PEELE CL LE LESCOL LESS LAL EL OLAPIEE LCE 


A VAST DIFFERENCE 


There is a vast difference between the administration of a Church and the 
disposition of the Church itself. 


PCLLLLLLLLL LOL LLLLOLL LLL LL LED 


We are at a loss to understand why some seem so agitated at the suggestion 
$ that congregations be permitted to express their wishes with reference to the 
$ disposition of our Church. Such an opportunity for expression is neither 3 
3 “congregationalism,” nor is it “unPresbyterian.” 





3 The Presbyterian form of government is representative. At meetings of 
$ Presbytery the congregation is represented by its minister and by an elder 
$ (or elders), elected by the Session. They are not instructed as to how they 
$ should vote, nor can they be. 


Crt? 


But, this procedure has to do with the edministration of the affairs of the 
2 Church. 


3 = =Our Church now faces an entirely different problem, not one of administra- 
tion but of the disposition of the Church itself. SURELY the congregations 
—the membership of the Church itself—should be consulted before they 
find themselves voted out of existence as a particular church organization! 


The final vote still rests with the ministers (50° of the total votes in the 
Presbytery ), and with the duly elected elders from the various congrega- 
tions, but it is unthinkable that on this vital matter—something which has 
to do with the disposition and very life of the Church itself —those who 
make up the membership of the Church and who pay all the Sills should not 
have both the privilege of information and expression of opinion. 


At such a time, and on such an issue, WE CANNOT DO LESS. 
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; Send For Sample Literature 

3 THE ASSOCIATION FOR THE PRESERVATION AND CONTINUATION 

3 OF THE SOUTHERN PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH 

; H. B. Dendy, Secy. — Weaverville, N.C. 
; 

3 
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